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of Marseilles to the salons of Paris and the studies of the
Ministries, it was in the political arena that she would
carry off the triumphal palm. She had chosen a thorough-
bred, lively, highly-strung, difficult and stubborn, but of
great ability, which she kept well in hand and which
obviously delighted in submitting to her control. A pene-
trating observer remarked to me one day, after having
had a good look at M. Paul Reynaud and Mme, de Fortes:
" It's far more like Diana clinging to her charger than
Venus clutching her prey/'"
The association of the two had long been tolerantly
recognised. If M. Paul Reynaud lacked very solid support
in Parliament, where his independence of mind had made
him a non-party man, in the world of affairs, of the law
courts, of the Press and in society, he had an imposing
array of people who showed him sympathy, friendship and
even devotion.
Mme. Hel&ae de Portes reduced the number somewhat,
but she chose from among them a circle devoted at least
as much to herself as to him, if not more. She had suffi-
cient breadth of mind not to turn away, but rather, on
the contrary, to seek out as collaborators people who were
the most gifted, the most energetic, and the most capable
of furthering Paul Reynaud's career, but she had not
enough of that quality to suffer one of them to show any
trace of independence towards her.
If they did not actually owe their posts to her, their
allegiance had to be even more complete. It was for
having snapped his fingers at this law that one of Paul
Reynaud's oldest collaborators had ultimately to surrender
his position. It is true that he had brought down much
enmity upon himself, notably on the part of M. Daladier,
against whom he was fostering a hostile campaign. But
he had political sense, and might possibly have saved
Paul Reynaud, who never had any, from serious mistakes,
particularly at the time when he was forming his Cabinet.
Mme. de Portes had a hand in his departure and opposed